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NOTE 

Government cave in to pressure from large ranchers and threatens life in 
the rural areas 

CPT's National Executive Board and Coordination join the chorus of indignation 
that rises in every corner of the country, due to President Jair Bolsonaro's 
announced intention to create a Guarantee of Law and Order (GLO) of the camp, 
to authorize federal intervention when state governors delay the comply with court 
orders for land repossession. This decision would comply the president's 
agreement with land grabbers, ranchers, loggers and militiamen, bothered by the 
delay in executing the warrants. 

The president calls those who struggle to defend or conquer a piece of land to 
work as “marginals who invade a rural property”. Indigenous people, 
Quilombolas, traditional communities, rural workers, as well as landless rural 
workers live ominous days and under constant insecurity. This is what the 
president wants, submissive to ruralist interests: running over state prerogatives 
and guaranteeing impunity to police and military who shoot people in reintegration 
of occupied or already owned rural properties. It's a license to kill! This would 
extend to the field the bill sent to Congress, on November 21, that aims to exempt 
from punishment security agents who commit crimes and excesses during other 
GLO operations (a "legal excuse"). 

Incitement to this increase in state violence corresponds to the pressures of 
agrarian and mining capital for the unbridled expansion of its harmful endeavors 
against land, water, forest and people. Even a new AI-5 has repeatedly been 
touted as a means of delivering on what the president-captain promised to those 
who voted for his questionable election. 

We repudiate the continued dismantling of institutions that guarantee the rights 
of citizens with this proposal for federal intervention at the state level. The primary 
duty of the state in each sphere is to ensure the physical integrity of the people. 
The current President of the Republic proposes to use state force to guarantee 
the interests of capital and private property.  

Last Saturday, the newspaper Folha de São Paulo brought an article in which it 
reports that 66 settlement projects have been shelved, those projects have 
fulfilled all the required legal steps and are ready to be executed, only the 
president's signature is missing.  However, none of them have been signed so 
far and consequently no families have been settled. At the same time there is a 
bill by Deputy Eduardo Bolsonaro, which aims to decharacterize the social 
function of land ownership, to favor large landowners. 



In this context the state violence against the rural peoples also increases. On 
Monday (25) there was the eviction of 700 families linked to the Landless Rural 
Workers Movement (MST) in Bahia, who, since 2012, cultivated the land in the 
Abril Vermelho settlement, at the Salitre Project, in Juazeiro (BA)., and Sr. 
Dorothy and Iranir de Souza, at the Nilo Coelho Project in Casa Nova (BA), public 
areas of the state-owned São Francisco and Parnaíba Valleys Development 
Company - CODEVASF. 

The evictions were violent, although the Federal Police said in a public statement 
that the eviction occurred peacefully in all areas. Military police ignored National 
Human Rights Council Resolution No. 10 of 2018, which deals exclusively with 
evictions, and violated the human rights of people in the settlements. 

The action began early in the morning, when gas bombs and pepper spray were 
thrown at the settlement people. The houses were destroyed, workers were 
injured and families have nowhere to go. Many children and older people woke 
up out of breath because of the smoke and even fainted. This shows the total 
disregard of the police forces to the recommendations that, after the 1997 
Massacre of Eldorado dos Carajás - PA, were determined to these types of 
operations. These are recommendations that the Bolsonaro GLO in rural areas 
wants to suppress. 

The CPT wonders: How long will the poor people of this land be seen and treated 
as potential violators of laws that need to be fought and restrained, when in fact 
they are rights-holders, including the right to property, they produce healthy foods 
that we eat, besides taking care of the waters, the woods and the quality of the 
environment on which we all depend to live? 

Just as God was present among His people, going with him into exile, and finally 
persecuted and crucified in Jesus Christ, we believe that his presence remains 
alive and active with the suffering people of this world. 

Goiânia, November 25, 2019. 
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